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Vision 2030 Jamaica e-Dashboard Launch
The Vision 2030 Jamaica Secretariat, in collaboration with the JamStats Secretariat,
the Information Systems Unit (PIOJ), and UNICEF unveiled the newly developed
Vision 2030 Jamaica Dashboard of National Indicators (e-Dashboard of National
Indicators) on Wednesday, December 4, 2013 at the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel, New
Kingston.
Developed by the PIOJ, in partnership with the United Nations Children Fund
(UNICEF), the Vision 2030 Jamaica e-Dashboard of National Indicators provides
users with a quick snapshot of Jamaica’s progress towards meeting its national
development targets of some 46 indicators. Additionally, it allows users to view
the country’s performance over time. Using the feature of a traffic signal, users are
able to quickly determine whether indicators are on track to meet established
targets.
The Director General of the PIOJ, Mr. Collin Bullock, in his presentation at the launch said: “This was an important initiative
to signal to the populace that development is measured not only by changes in gross domestic product, but also by tracking
a much wider range of socio-economic and environmental indicators.”
The keynote speaker, Deputy Principal of the University of the West Indies, Mona Campus, Professor Ishenkumba Kahwa
lauded the PIOJ on its effort to make information on the country’s development accessible whether or not the information
reflects positively or negatively on the country’s performance. He encouraged participants to be proactive in monitoring and
evaluating the performance of the indicators, to be ready to act based on the information provided.
The second phase of the development of the e-Dashboard began in January 2014.

Library Association of Jamaica (LIAJA) Conference
The Library and Information Association of Jamaica (LIAJA) in collaboration with the JamStats Secretariat, hosted its annual conference under the theme “Harnessing Information for National Development”, at the Terra Nova All-Suite Hotel, from January 30 to 31, 2014.The conference highlighted the
need for all sectors of the society to access, control, provide and utilize information to create a better
standard of living for all Jamaicans.
The two-day conference had a variety of presentations, including: The Jamaican Logistics Hub and
Logistics 101; Accessing E-Resources/Virtual Reference; JamStats: Tracking Jamaica’s Progress, and
Vision 2030 Jamaica e-Dashboard. The keynote speaker Mrs. Elaine Foster Allen, Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of
Education urged libraries to open the public discussion on the Jamaica Logistics Hub initiative. She also noted that libraries
are ideally placed to be focal points for discussion, debates, discourse, and information on national development issues.
During the conference, Mrs. Vivienne Kerr-Williams, Librarian/Documentalist at the PIOJ, was installed as the new President
of LIAJA.

Upcoming:
Annual Update of JamStats, EduStats and Child Protection databases
Upgrade of JamStats Website

FOR QUESTIONS AND FEEDBACK, PLEASE EMAIL US AT: jamstats@pioj.gov.jm
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NEWS

A New Look for DevInfo Support
For the past 20 years DevInfo has been an important part of UNICEF’s contribution to data dissemination and evidence-based decision making. In an effort to modernize and further develop the DevInfo initiative, UNICEF has entered into long-term agreements with three additional software companies for technical support. It is anticipated
that broadening the number of providers will facilitate competition and improve service delivery of high-quality
services for increasing data use. The new arrangements will bring to the table a diverse set of vendors with rich
experience in implementing advanced data dissemination tools.

Users may continue writing to support@devinfo.info for assistance. This will now be managed directly by the Division of Policy and Strategy (DPS). UNICEF will also manage the core DevInfo software products and field office support, striving to adhere to open source software principles. The DPS is also in the process of establishing an open
source portal that will facilitate community involvement and open access to the source code and documentation
for all data dissemination products including DevInfo.
In addition, UNICEF will partner with the United Nations System Staff College (UNSSC) to establish a roster of qualified UN staff who can provide technical support to UN Country Teams and national governments in DevInfo implementation. It is envisioned that these individuals will be able to handle smaller assignments and support training
initiatives.
Article prepared by Donneth Edmondson—Monitoring and Evaluation Officer, UNICEF

Expression of Interest—JamStats
JamStats and its corresponding technology is being sought after. Several agencies and units have expressed interest in creating databases to monitor their activities, using the DevInfo technology.
Since the start of the year, the Unit has had dialogue with a number of government departments and agencies regarding development of their databases.
The Migration Policy Unit of the PIOJ seeks to establish a sub-database of the JamStats Database. This will
allow for further monitoring of the migration sector with special emphasis on the Policy. On the other hand,
the Community Renewal Programme seeks to create a standalone database that will capture additional
parish and community information, thereby facilitating the monitoring of the impact of external funding within
these communities.

Special points of interest:
▪ For more information on DevInfo activities worldwide, visit www.devinfo.org
▪ Visit

DevInfo’s online database at www.devinfo.org

Visit the JamStats Website @ www.jamstats.gov.jm
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Did you know….
That on average, from 1996 to 2010, there were differences in consumption between Kingston Metropolitan
Area (KMA) and Rural Areas for selected commodity groups?
◘

KMA tended to allot a larger proportion of its consumption on "Household and Household Expenses"
and "Transportation"

◘

Rural Areas tended to allot a larger proportion of its consumption on "Fuel & Household Supplies"
and "Food & Beverages"

◘

KMA and Rural Areas allot similar proportions of their consumption on "Education", "Health Care"
and "Household Durable Goods"

KMA and Rural Areas
Household Consumption (Proportion) by Commodity Groups, 1996 - 2010
Region

Commodity Group

KMA

Rural

P-Value

Graph

Areas
Housing & HH Expenses

20.4%

9.9%

(p=0.00)

Transportation

12.4%

10.7% (p=0.02)

Fuel & HH Supplies

3.9%

6.0%

Food and Beverages

40.2%

50.6% (p=0.00)

Education

5.7%

4.7%

(p=0.10)

Health Care

3.2%

3.2%

(p=0.45)

Household Durable
Goods

1.4%

1.4%

(p=0.91)

KMA allots more

(p=0.00)

Rural allots more

KMA and Rural
Areas allot similar
proportion

Data was downloaded from the JamStats database, and the statistical tests done using Statistical Package for
the Social Science (SPSS).

Join the Jamaica User Group on di Forum
A social group has been created specifically for Jamaican DevInfo Users in di Forum. To join this group

simply:

1. Go to the DevInfo website at www.devinfo.org
2. Select di Forum and click on the register tab to join
3. Once you have joined, please send us a request to join the Jamaica User Group at
jamstats@pioj.gov.jm (please
please state your user name)
We look forward to active discussions and peerpeer-toto-peer support via this medium!
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VISION 2030 E-DASHBOARD LAUNCH

LIAJA CONFERENCE

PLANNING INSTITUTE OF JAMAICA

16 Oxford Road
Kingston 5

Phone: 960-9339
Fax: 906-5011
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