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UWI CAREER DAY AND EXPOSITION
On February 26 and 27, 2015 the 24th Annual Career Exposion
was held under the theme “Winds of Opportunity: Driving Diversity, Innovaon and Engagement” in the Assembly Hall at the University of the West Indies, Mona.
The main speaker at the Opening Ceremony was Mrs. Terri-Karelle
Griﬃths, Online Brand Manager at the Gleaner Company, who
gave a very dynamic pep talk directed at students.
Both government and private sector enes parcipated in the
Expo. The Planning Instute of Jamaica (PIOJ) was one of the
booth holders, with JamStats and Vision 2030 being highlighted.
There was a running presentaon on Labour Market Trends, in
addion to posters bearing informaon on the labour market.
Students from several high schools and the university visited the
booth, mainly seeking career advice. Students and lecturers alike
were very recepve to the informaon. Some ﬁnal year students
were parcularly interested in job opportunies. Brochures and
promoonal items (pens, pencils) were distributed to visitors to
the booth.
JamStats staﬀ having dialogue with visitors, the majority of whom were
students, at the PIOJ booth.

CARIBBEAN CHILD RESEARCH CONFERENCE
November 5-6, 2014 marked the staging of the
9th annual Caribbean Child Research Conference by the Sir Arthur Lewis Instute of Social
and Economic Studies (SALISES) in partnership
with the Caribbean Child Development Centre,
Early Childhood Commission, the Child Development Agency, UNICEF, and PIOJ, among
others. The Conference is a regional interdisciplinary one, which seeks primarily to share
research ﬁndings on children in Jamaica and
throughout the Caribbean; strengthen the
network of researchers on children issues; and
encourage research in areas that are “underresearched”.

L-R: Sophia Jarre Bridge and Kirk Chambers, JamStats Unit, PIOJ

Upcoming:
JamStats Steering Committee Meeting
JamStats/DevInfo User Training
Annual updating of JamStats and Child Protection Databases
School Promotional Visits

FOR QUESTIONS AND FEEDBACK, PLEASE EMAIL US AT: jamstats@pioj.gov.jm
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CARICOM positions itself to implement DevInfo and strengthen capacity within
the Caribbean
The Caribbean Community (CARICOM) received ﬁnancing from the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) towards the
cost of the Implementaon of DevInfo and the Strengthening Capacity to Manage for Results Project. This project is
aimed at sensizing parcipants to DevInfo and providing training for the development and implementaon of DevInfo databases.
Through a consultancy service, the CARICOM Secretariat, which is the Execung Agency, has taken a two-prong approach in undertaking this project. It intends to ﬁrst host a series of Naonal DevInfo Workshops, and second to
develop Comprehensive DevInfo Implementaon Plans.
The objecves of the Naonal DevInfo Workshops are to sensize decision makers to the potenal of DevInfo as a
tool for increasing access to informaon, and to train personnel within Line Ministries to improve their capacity to
provide data in a mely manner. Once these workshops are completed steps will be taken to prepare comprehensive
DevInfo Implementaon plans for countries within the region. These Implementaon Plans will be based on consultaon with key stakeholders within the naonal stascal system and Borrowing Member Countries (BMC) development priories.
The parcipang countries for this thrust are Anguilla, Barbados, Grenada, Montserrat and Saint Lucia. The OECS
Secretariat will also parcipate. Of the 15 member states of CARICOM, only four have a DevInfo 7.0 adaptaon.
These are Guyana, Hai, Jamaica, and Trinidad and Tobago (see Table below). The project is slated to begin in 2015.

Member State

DevInfo 7.0 Database

Guyana

GuyD_Info

Haiti

HaitiInfo

JamStats

Jamaica

Child Protection

EduStats

Trinidad and Tobago

cTTinfo

Table 1: List of CARICOM Member States with DevInfo 7.0 Adapta7on

Special points of interest:
▪ For more information on DevInfo activities worldwide, visit www.devinfo.org
▪DevInfo’s online database at www.devinfo.org

Visit the JamStats Website @ www.jamstats.gov.jm
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Did you know that….
⇒ the Consumer Price Index (CPI) recorded 4 months of consecutive declines from November 2014 to February
2015; the first time in almost 39 years?
⇒ the CPI which measures the price movement of a given quantity of consumer goods and services, declined
from November 2014 to February 2015 by 0.5%, 0.4%, 0.5% and 0.7% respectively?
⇒ the main factors highlighted in STATIN's CPI News Releases were declines in the divisions "Housing, Water
and Electricity, Gas and Other Fuels" and "Food and Non Alcoholic Beverages" by an average of 3.0% and
0.4%, respectively?
⇒ the goods and services included within the scope of the CPI can be thought of as a “basket”, which represents
a mix of consumer goods and services purchased by the typical household.

Jamaica's Consumer Price Index
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The Signiﬁcance of a Million
What is the signiﬁcance of a million? When asked such a queson one might reﬂect on the Million Man March that took place in
1995. Men marched to express their concerns about the lack of policy geared towards the upliHment of Blacks in America.
For JamStats, a million also has some signiﬁcance, albeit not of the same magnitude. It symbolizes a million hits to its website; signifying a milestone in our journey to improve access to informaon contained in JamStats databases.
The website was launched in 2008, a year aHer the Unit was established, with the intent of allowing end users to have easier access
to informaon, and to provide another medium whereby persons can access informaon without the use of a compact disc. The
milestone achieved on November 21, 2014 underscores that the website has achieved its intended objecve.

For more information visit www.jamstats.gov.jm and click JamStats Database
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JamStats User Training
October 28–31, 2014 marked the introducon of the DevInfo 7.0 soHware to a user-training session. The training
which was conducted over 1 full and 2 half days, was aimed at providing a step-by-step demonstraon on the use of
the main features of the applicaon. At the end of the Training Module, the trainees were able to: search for data
within a database; visualize data using any of the eleven visualizaon tools; customize tables, graphs and maps, and
perform various eding funcons; familiarize themselves with use of the Gallery and My Data; and Ulise other
advanced features on Maps.
Seven parcipants were trained, three of whom were from the Planning Instute of Jamaica and the remainder
from the Child Development Agency, Oﬃce of the Children’s Registry and the Bureau of Women’s Aﬀairs.
An evaluaon of the training was undertaken using a pre and post-test, and an end of training evaluaon quesonnaire. An analysis of the pre and post-tests showed that parcipants’ scores improved by 36% to 15 out of 20. This
is an indicaon that some improvement in the parcipant’s knowledge base had taken place. Addionally, based on
the users’ evaluaon of the training, it was noted that all parcipants rated high or very high the value of the training acvity, their conﬁdence level of the course objecves, and the usefulness of the system. For the queson on
what they would improve with the system, almost all indicated the inclusion of an “undo” buOon. Most parcipants
idenﬁed the various visualizaon features, parcularly the map visualizaon, as
the most useful feature of the system.

Join the Jamaica User Group on di Forum
A social group has been created specifically for Jamaican DevInfo Users in di Forum. To join this group simply:
1.

Go to the DevInfo website at www.devinfo.org

2.

Select di Forum and click on the register tab to join

3.

Once you have joined, please send us a request to join the Jamaica User Group at
jamstats@pioj.gov.jm (please
please state your user name)
We look forward to active discussions and peerpeer-toto-peer support via this medium!

PLANNING INSTITUTE OF JAMAICA

16 Oxford Road
Kingston 5

Phone: 960-9339
Fax: 906-5011

www.jamstats.gov.jm
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