Website: www.jamstats.gov.jm

June 2012

ISSN 07990799-270X

Child Protection Database
In light of the need to improve data integrity regarding child protection and thereby stem instances of children
becoming victims of abuse and/or neglect, the Child Development Agency (CDA), in collaboration with the
Planning Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ), the Statistical Institute of Jamaica (STATIN), United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF), Department of Correctional Services (DCS), Offices of the Children’s Advocate (OCA) and
Registry (OCR), Ministries of Health (MOH), Education (MOE), Justice (MOJ), and Labour and Social Security (MLSS) has created a database on Child Protection. The maintenance and updating of the database,
and the preservation of its integrity, will be overseen by the Child Development Agency. A Technical Working
Group which comprises the agencies named above, will ensure the sustainability of the database through
the periodic and timely updating of relevant indicators, as well as continued growth in the scope of data supplied.
The database involves the development and implementation of a web-enabled platform that requires the
input and support of various stakeholders within the child protection sector. The information included will be
critical to the process of evaluating the effectiveness of various initiatives undertaken in relation to a proactive approach to protecting Jamaica’s children. It will also allow the Government of Jamaica, relevant stakeholders, local and international development partners, and members of the general public to track Jamaica’s
progress on the goals set for the National Development Plan.
The database captures over 100 indicators and contains critical information on:

•
•
•
•

Reported incidences of child abuse
Interventions being undertaken to stem child abuse
The extent to which children are being housed in state-run facilities, and
The health status, educational attainment, and economic well-being of the nation’s children.

The process leading to the creation of the database has been ongoing since 2008. Going forward, the Child
Protection Database, together with the JamStats Database, will be disseminated to the public via compact
discs (CDs) and the JamStats website. Additionally, the Secretariat will continue to play a key role in the
annual maintenance of the database by providing technical support in the reviewing of indicators, associated
data points, and capacity building in the use of the DevInfo technology.
The Database is seen as a vehicle to foster the
intercommunication relationship among ministries,
departments, and agencies (MDAs) that deal directly with the protection of the nation’s children.

Some information in this article was kindly contributed by the CDA.
Upcoming:
The JamStats 2010 Database is complete and will be uploaded to the website in time for the planned release in
July. The database will also be available on compact discs (CDs).
The Child Protection Database (CPD)will be launched on June 28. This database will be available on the JamStats
CD and on the Secretariat’s website. Additionally, the CPD will be available on CDs produced by the CDA.

FOR QUESTIONS AND FEEDBACK, PLEASE EMAIL US AT: jamstats@pioj.gov.jm
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NEWS

DevInfo 7.0

DevInfo 7.0 is coming…
The latest in database monitoring technology - - DevInfo 7.0 will be released this year!
This latest version is expected to be faster, provide users with a cleaner experience through enhanced interfaces and additional visualizations, and overall, make the usage of the application more
effective and efficient.
Additionally, users can expect to see a reduction in the time it takes to perform data searches; thus
making information quickly accessible.
The JamStats Secretariat was privy to a demonstration in September 2011, and we learned that
users will no longer be required to filter data by Indicator, Area, Source and Time, before being able
to access the data. By just selecting the indicator, users will immediately view all its available data
and then be allowed to filter and customize to their desire. Additionally, extensive knowledge of
DevInfo Database creation could be a thing of the past. In the latest version users will be able to
incorporate their personal data directly into the technology, once the file format is in Excel or
Comma-separated values.
When launched this year, the DevInfo 7.0 technology will first be available as a web application.
Based on feedback from the web application, a desktop version will be made available.

Questions and Answers
Q: Will I be able to use my existing DevInfo 6.0 database with DevInfo 7.0?
A: Yes. DevInfo 7.0 will automatically convert your DevInfo 5.0/6.0 databases into the new format.
Q: What will Data Admin look like in DevInfo 7.0?
A: The updated DevInfo Data Admin application will focus on providing more effective solutions for updating template/database contents. The application will be SDMX‐compliant to read/write SDMX‐ML documents, which can be imported into DevInfo to create databases and exported to exchange data with third‐
party SDMX-compliant applications. The application will initially be desktop-based (offline).
Q: What are the new visualization tools in DevInfo 7.0?
A: DevInfo 7.0 visualization objects will be modularized into discrete visualization applications, which will
be made available to users to easily create presentations from their data. In addition, these objects will
also be packaged to enable developers to embed them in their own applications. The list of visualization
objects will include tables, line charts, bar charts, pie charts, column charts, stacked bar charts, scatter
plots, maps, pyramid charts, radar charts and tree maps.
Q: Do I have to be trained on DevInfo 7.0?
A: DevInfo 7.0 builds on the technology of DevInfo 6.0 and will contain an even more intuitive and userfriendly interface. Users of DevInfo 6.0 will not need to be retrained to use DevInfo 7.0. Additional resources including full documentation will be made available on www.devinfo.org later in the year.
Source: www.devinfo.org

Special points of interest:
▪ For more information on DevInfo activities worldwide, visit www. Devinfo.org
▪

Visit DevInfo’s online database at www.devinfo.info

Visit the JamStats Website @ www.jamstats.gov.jm
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Did you know….
that rape is defined by law as having unlawful carnal knowledge of a female by force, fear or fraud
against her will. It is a felony under both common and statute laws. In 2011, 410 children were victims of
rape, an increase of 8 per cent compared with 2010.
The Office of the Children's Registry (OCR) is mandated by the Jamaican government to receive reports
of children who have been, are being, or are likely to be abandoned, neglected, physically or sexually illtreated, or otherwise in need of care and protection. In 2011, the OCR received 2 551 reports of children
who have been, are being, or are likely to be sexually abused. This represents a 74 per cent increase
compared with 2010.
Over the period 2008 to 2011, the number of children who were victims of rape (as reported to the police) has declined by 3 per cent per annum. On the other hand, there was a 37 per cent per annum increase in the number of sexual abuse cases being reported to the OCR.

Female Children
Victims of Rape & Reported Sexual Abuse
Jamaica, 2007 - 2011
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Join the Jamaica User Group on di Forum
A social group has been created specifically for Jamaican DevInfo Users in di Forum. To join this group

simply:

1. Go to the DevInfo website at www.devinfo.org
2. Select di Forum and click on the register tab to join
3. Once you have joined, please send us a request to join the Jamaica User Group at
jamstats@pioj.gov.jm (please
please state your user name)
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JamStats Activities
DATABASE ADMINISTRATION WORKSHOPS

Two workshops were held in January and March 2012. The January workshop focused on training
members of the Child Development Agency Technical Working Group, with a view to equipping them
to better facilitate the creation of the Child Protection Database. Persons trained were from the
Office of the Children’s Registry, Office of the Children’s Advocate, Child Development Agency, Department of Correctional Services, National Centre for Youth Development (NCYD), Ministries of
Health, Education, and Justice, and the Statistical Institute of Jamaica.
Five persons from the NCYD and National Environment and Planning Agency (NEPA) were trained in
March.

Students working on their presentations—
say hi for the camera

Facilitator Kirk Chambers
helping out

Presentations
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